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he was to behold. A wide unobstructed prospect over a part of
the city, and the mirror surface of the Nile with its Musherns,
Shamdecks and Sheomeons* sailing to and fro; in the background,
the skyward-pointing pyramids, and a chain of blue vapoury moun-
tains, met his eye from the upper terrace, no longer shrouded-in
by the leafy grove of palms. A refreshing breath of air was also
stirring in the place, and fanning him agreeably. Crowds of new
objects pressed on him from every side. The garden had in truth
got a strange foreign aspect; and the old park which had been
his promenade from youth upwards, and had long since wearied
him by its everlasting sameness, was no longer to be recognised.
The knowing Kurt had judged wisely, that the charm of novelty
would have its influence. The Sultan tried this horticultural
metamorphosis. not by the principles of a critic, but by its first
impression on the senses; and as these are easily decoyed into
contentment by the bait of singularity, the whole seemed good
and right to him there as he found it. Even the crooked Tin-
symmetrical walks, overlaid with hard stamped gravel, gave his
feet an elastic force, and a light firm tread, accustomed as he was
to move on nothing else but Persian carpets, or on the soft green-
sward. He could not satisfy himself with wandering up and down
the labyrinthic walks; and he showed himself especially con-
tented with the rich variety of wild flowers, which had been fos-
tered and cultivated with the greatest care, though they were
blossoming of their own accord, outside the wall, with equal
luxuriance and in greater multitude.

At last, having placed himself upon a seat, he turned to the
Shiek with a cheerful countenance, and said : " Kiamel, thou hast
not deceived my expectation: I well anticipated that thou wouldst
transform me this old park into something singular, and diverse
from the fashion of the land; and now I will not hide my satis-
faction from thee. Melechsala may accept thy work as a garden
after the manner of the Franks/7

The Shiek, when he heard his despot talk in this dialect,
marvelled much that all things took so well; and blessed himself
that he had held his tongue, and retained his defensive oration to
himself. Perceiving that the Sultan seemed to look upon the
whole as his invention, he directly turned the rudder of his talk
to the favourable breeze which was rustling his sails, and spoke
thus: " Puissant Commander of the Faithful, be it known to
4 Various sorts of sailing craft in use there.